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HETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


HETTON  HOUSE, 

HETTON-LE-HOLE, 

CO.  DURHAM. 

Mr*  Chairman*  Ladies  & Gentlemen* 

I hereby  present  my  fourth  annual  report  on  this  district. 

No  serious  outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases  occurred*  in 
fact  there  were  no  notifications  of  either  poliomyelitis  or 
diphtheria. 

In  No. 5 area  which  contains  this  district*  the  age  limit 
for  immunisation  against  tuberculosis  was  raised  from  13  years 
to  20  years.  . ' 

In  this  district  36  sessions  were  held  for  the  protection 
against  poliomyelitis.  All  had  their  first  and  second  injections* 
and  two  thirds-,  the  third. 

t , > ' ■ 

Many  old  Aged  Persons  were  visited  and  those  though  necessary 
allocated  to  hospital  or  hostel  as  Part  111  Accommodation  under 

the  County  Scheme.  . -A 

** 

As"  in  previous  years  modicalvx  examination  for  those 
eligible  for  the  Sickness  Benefit  Scheme. 

R.C.N.  SMITH*  M.B.,  B.S.*  D.P.H, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health.. 


Members  of  Council  and  Health  Committee  1962 
Chairman  of  the  Council  Councillor  F.Noble,  J#P*, 

Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  - Councillor  A. Logan,  B.E*M* 

Hetton  Ward 

Councillor  Mrs*  H. Ellison,  J.P*,  5 Dunelm  Road,  Hetton-le-Hole# 
Councillor  JoEllison,  5 Dunelm  Road,  Hetton-le-Hole* 

Councillor  E.Kent,  11  Bedford  Street,  Hetton-le-Hole. 

Councillor  C*Long,  29  Springwell  Terrace,  Hetton-le-Hole* 
Councillor  G«Metcalfe,  31  Deepdale  Street,  H et ton-1 e-H ole. 
Councillor  W* Lowery,  2 Co-operative  Terrace,  Hetton-le-Hole. 

Hetton  Downs  Ward 

Councillor  Mrs®  C . Buckingham,  23  Fairy  Street,  Hetton-le-Hole* 
Councillor  G*W* Davidson,  19  Caroline  Street,  Hetton-le-Hole. 
Councillor  JLBelshaw,  6 Borrowdale  Street,  Hetton-le-Hole* 

Councillor,  L*  Kelly,  J.P. , ’Hillcroft1,  North  Road,  Hetton-le-Hole* 
Councillor  A.Logan,  B.E.M.  ,4  Surrey  Stireet,  Hetton-le-Hole. 
Councillor  E.Weirs,  1 Station  Road  North,  Hetton-le-Hole* 

Easington  Lane  Ward 
Councillor  W*H#Bainbridge, 

Councillor  F.Noble,  J.P*, 

Councillor  Mrs*  E. Smith, 

Councillor  J* Telford, 

Councillor  A. Grey, 

Councillor  R.S.Dixon, 

Rain ton  & Moors ley  Ward 

r ■ T ..■awjinuinanaadtfmj  nw— ■ i !■  ti  ibhh  ea— r— — — — — i*  ■«  i i in  «w* 

Councillor  J0J*Clough,  11  Mill  Terrace,  East  Rainton* 

Councillor  H0Prest,  17  Moors ley  Road,  Low  Moorsley. 

Councillor  R0 Smith,  4 Handley  Crescent,  East  Rainton* 


79  Elemore  Lane,  Easington  Lane# 

5 Rydal  Avenue,  Easington  Lane. 

26  Whitehill  Road,  Easington  Lane* 

2 Brickgarth,  Easington  Lane* 

’Elmwood1,  83a  Elemore  Lane,  Easington  Lane 
5 Sheriff’s  Moor  Avenue,  Easington  Lane* 
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HETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 

Area  - 4,551  acres 

Registrar  General !s  estimate  of  resident  population  -17,470 

mid  1962* 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1965)  according  - 5601 

to  late  Books# 

Rateable  Value  < - 123155 

Product  of  a penny  rate  - £444#l6s#3d# 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority 

The  Staff  consists  of  :» 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  - Dr.  R.C.F. Smith.  Whole  time  conjoint 
appointment  (see  below)  Degrees  of  M#D#,  B.S.,  D.P#H#, 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  - Mr.  H. J.S.Murray.  Holds  Certificate 
of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector^ 
Joint  Examination  Board,  and  Certificate  for  the  Inspection 
of  Meat  and  Other  Foods#  Also  acts  as  Factory  and  Workshops 
Inspector  under  the  Shops  Act# 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  - Mr.  J.R.Hall#  Holds  Certificate  of  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector^  Joint 
Examination  Board,  and  Certificate  for  the  Inspection  of 
Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR  - Mr.  P#W*  Richards  on#  Holds  Testamur  of  the 
Institute  of  Municipal  Engineers# 
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The  present  Medical  Officer  is  also  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  Houghton-1  e-Spring  and  Washington  Urban  District, 
Sunderland  Rural  District  and  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  for 
Area  No. 5* 


Health  Services  Administered  by  County  Council 
and  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  Fisheries  & Food. 


The  following  Health  Services '"are  administered  by  the  County 
Council  as  the  responsible  Local  Health  Authority  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act. 


Ambulance 
Home  Nursing 
Prophylactic  measures 
against  smallpox  ■ - 
Poliomyelitis,  Diphtheria 
and  Tuberculosis 


Domestic  Helps 

Health  Visitors 

Child  Welfare  and  Maternity 

School  Medical 

Welfare  of  the  Blind  and 

Handicapped# 


The  County  Council  are  also  responsible  for  the  administration 
of  Part  11  of  the  National  Insurance  Act  1948. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  INSPECTORS  are  also  appointed  by  and  work  under  the 
directions  of  the  County  Council.  g 

VETER  HI  ARY  INSPECTORS  are  fully  qualified  men  appointed  by  and  working 

under  the  direction  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  being  responsible 
for  carrying  out  routine  examinations  qf  milk  producing  animals  through- 
out the  county.  / y- 


Births  and  Birth  Rates 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  nett  number  of  live  births  (as  corrected  by  the  Registrar- 
General  for  outward  and  inward  transfers)  during  1962  was  250  as 
compared  with  272  for  1961* 

Sex  and  legitimacy  classification  is  as  follows:- 

Total  Male  Female)  Birth  Rate  per 
Live  ) Legitimate  239  121  118  ) 1000  of  the  estimated 

Births)  Illegitimate  11  74)  population  - 14*31* 

The  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  in  Englad  and  Wales  (live, 
births)  was  16*5  to?  1^62 m 4,;* 

In  order  to  compare  the  birth  rate  based  on  the  Registrar- 
General^  figures  for  England  and  Wales  a comparability  factor 
of  1.C2  is  used  giving  a birth  rate  for  the  District  of  14*59 
compared  with  11.5  for  England  and  Wales# 

Still  Births  - During  1962  there  were  10  still  births  in 
the  district* 

Total  Male  Female')  giving  a Rate  of  33*5 
Still  ) Legitimate  10  37)  per  1000  total  (live 

Births)  Illegitimate  «...  - ) and  still)  births 

The  still  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  is  0*57. 

>•  * * 

Death  and  Death  Rates 

After  correction  for  outward  and  inward  transfers * 205 
residents  of  the  District  died,  (102  males  and  103  females). 

o 

The  death  rate,  therefore,  corrected  for  outward  and  inward 
transfers  and ^including  deaths,  from  all  causes  and  at  all  ages  was 
11*73  compared  with  11  # 5 for  England  and  Wales* 


*—  6 •— 

In  order  to  compare  the  death  rate  based  on  the  Registrar- 
General^  figures  for  England  jgn;d  Males  a comparability  factor  of 
1.34  is  used  giving  a death  rate" for  the  District  of  15*71  compared 
with  11,5  for  England  and  Wales* 

Locally  compiled  and  correct  figures  are  as  follows 


During  1962  there  were  88  deaths  registered  as  having  occurred 
within  the  .district,,  (49  males  and  39  females)*  Of  these  2 malws 
and  1 female  did  not  normally  reside  in  the.  area  therefore  47  males 
and  38  females  having  their  permanent  residence  within  the  district 
died  therein. „ 55  males  and  46  females  whose,  permanent  residence 
was  within  the  area  died  outside  it.  The  total  number  of  deaths* 
therefore  corrected  for  outward  and  inward  transfers  is  205  (103 
females  and  102  males').  ' 

a * 


Total  Deaths  under  Five  Years  (Corrected  Locally) 


During  1962 , 11  children  died  under  the  age  of  five  years* 
or  5*3  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths. 


The  following  table  sumarises 
Births 

‘Rate 


Year 

Males 

Females 

Total 

oer  1000 

1953 

137 

152 

2b9 

^ 15.7 

1954 

167 

143 

316 

21.67 

1955 

163 

150  . 

313 

17.25 

1956 

134 

158 

292 

15 » 8..; 

1957 

173 

154 

327 

17*7 

1953 

168 

157 

325 

17.7 

1959 

160 

155 

323 

17.01 

I960 

176 

150 

326 

17.7 

1961 

134 

138 

272 

15*52 

1962 

121 

118 

239 

,14.31 

the  above  statistics. 

Deaths 


Rate 

Total 

Males 

Females. 

Tctalper  1000 

Incre 

114 

105 

219 

, n.9 

70 

118 

110 

228 

12.3 

8b 

109 

79 

188 

10.2  ; 

130 

106 

110  • 

216 

11.17 

76 

89 

85 

174 

9.4 

153 

112 

84 

195 

10.5 

130 

' 84 

79 

163 

8.8 

160 

142 

105 

247 

13.3 

79 

06 

69 

155 

8.84 

117 

102 

103 

205 

11.73 

34 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 


There  were  no  deaths  among ^ women  or  babies  from  puerperal 
sepsis  or  other  puerperal  caHses* 

D eath  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year 

" 1 — if — >ii — nrrTr— i— •niniiii  ihhhhit  ■ i imhhhmii  ■■hi— mu  imiiwn  ihimiwiwimi  ■nw  w — iiimw 

10  children  died  during  1962  before  attaining,  the  age  of  one 
year, (6  legitimate  males  and  4 legitimate  females),  compared  with 

6 in  1961. 

The  follow  table  shows  the;  death  rate  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  according  to  the  total  number  of  live  births  and 
legitimacy  for  the  years  1953  - 1962. 

Legitimate  Infants  Illegitimate 
All  Infants  per  ptsr  1000  legitimate  Infants  per  1000 

Year  1000  live  Births  Live  Births  illegitimate  live  births 


1953 

24.2 

25. 08 

- 

1954 

44.3 

45.16 

’ ..m. - 

1955 

22.01 

Z2-.22' 

- 

1956 

37.67 

38. 5 

- 

1957 

24.4 

21.9 

125.0 

1958 

15.3 

16.07  . 

- 

1959 

19.04 

19.5  - 

"■  - 

I960 

27.6 

28.3 

' ~ 

1961 

22.06 

22.6 

- 

1962 

40.00 

. 41.8 

« p. 

Of  the  10  infants  .who  died  under  one  year  of  age  the  cause  of 
death  was  in  8 cases-  due  to  prematurity,,  giving  a percentage  of 
80  due  to  this  cause*  No.  deaths  under  one  year  were  due  to 
pneumonia* 
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Since  the  total  deaths  from  all  causes  and  at  all  ages  in 
the  district  was  205.,  4.9  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths-were  of 
children  under  the  age  of  one  year.  Of  these  under  one  year  of 
age  SO  per  cent,  were  under  one  week. 

The  following  table  shows  the  age  distribution  of  the  deaths 
in  the  various  wards  ..  ..  
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There  were  no  deaths  from  n infantile 11  diarrhoea  (under  2 

years  of  age)®  i,  , ' L - ••  ... 

Table  showing,  deaths  fr^m  Infectious  Diseases 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Hetton  Urban  District  during  1962 
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Causes  of  Death 

Causes 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria  * • • 

Whooping  Cough* . 

Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  * • • • 

Measles# • o ^ * •••  ••• 

Other  infective  and  parasitis  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  Lung  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  Breast* • • 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus*.. 

Other  malignant  & Lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina  ••• 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease  ••«  #«•* 

Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza*  * • 

Pneumonia* • • 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  , • • 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  # * . 
Congenital  malformations  •*•  ••• 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Homicide  and  operations  of  war 
Suicides 


• * . 
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« • • 


... 
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Males 

102 


1 

6 


11 

1 

3 

10 

25 

1 

7 

3 

6 

7 

2 

1 

1 


2 

8 

5 
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Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  ' * - • , 
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*'**.*. 

There  were  no  deaths  frcfa  pulmonary  .tuberculosis’  br  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  during  1963  f 
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Heart  Diseases 


T * 

Heart  Diseases  being  ‘inclusive  ,of  Coronary  Disease,  Angina, 
Hypertension  with  Heart ‘Disease  .and  other  Heart  Diseases,  account 
from  66  deaths  (33  males ' and  33  -femmes) . This  is  equivalent  to 
3202  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  and  a mortality  rate  of  3.7  per 
1,000  population. 
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Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

In  addition  to  the  above. deaths  a further  29  (10  males  and  19 
.alesj  were  due  to  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System,  the 
majority  being  due  to  Cerebral  Haemorrhage. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  these  two  groups  has  incresed  the 
two  groups  accounting  for  the  deaths  of  95  persons  (43  males  and 
iemalee;  as  against  a total  of  69  persons  in  1961. 


Coronary  Disease,  Angina 
Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 
Other  Heart  Diseases. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 


This  is  equivalent  (taking  the 
per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  and  a 
1000  population. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

25 

19 

44 

1 

3 

4/  ' 

7 

11 

18 

10 

19  _ 

29 

42 

52  .. 

93  . 

groups  together)  of  46.3 
mortality  rate  of  5.4  per 


Cancer 

riir  ■mm. 

40  deaths  - (18  males  and 
xbis  is  equivsient  to  19. 5 per 
mortality  rate  of  2.3  per  1000 


22  females),  were  due  to  cancer, 
cent,  of  the  total  deaths,  or  a 
population. 


pda  Ty,  Allowing  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  VLNS  and 
CDA  and  Cancer  in  the  District,  and  the  death  rates  from  these 
diseases  in  the  years  1953  - 1962. 


.io.;ir 


,1953 

11954 

(1955 

11956 

11957 

11958 

11959 
(I960 
[1961 
11962 


Number  of  Deaths 

All 

Causes  Cancer  VLNS  & CDA 


219 

228 

138 

216 

174 

195 

163 

247 

155 

205 


39 

39 

40 
30 
33 
44 
36 
35 
28 
40 


105 

116 

86 

111 

71 

102 

73 

128 

69 

95 


Death  Rate  per  1000  population 
Cancer  VLNS  & CDA 

Causes 


11.9 

12.3 
10.2 
11.17 

9.4 

10.5 

8.8 

13.3 
3.84 

11.73 


2.12 

2.11 

2.16 

1.62 

1.79 

2.38 

1.94 

1.8 

1.5 

2.3 


5.7 

6.2 

4.6 

6.02 

3.85 

5.4 

4.2 

6.3 
3.9 
nj. 


NOTE  - VLNS:  Vascular  Lesions  c/f  Nervous  System  and 

CD A;  Coronary  Disease,  Angina,  Hypertension  with , 

Heart  Disease  and  Other  Heart  Disease* 

The  following  shows  the  sites  of  lesion,  sex  and  age 
distribution  of  those  who  have  died  during  1962  from  cancer  as 
compiled  from  local  returns* 


Site 

Males  - Ages 

Females  - 

Stomach 

Uterus  .... 

69 

52,67,89 

58,71,73 

Breast 

Gall  Bladder 

77,78,80 

56,63 

Tongue 

Lungs,  Bronchus 

65,75 

56,59,60,64,78 

54 

Liver 

57,59,76 

55,73,79 

Prostate 

75,77,84 

A 

Bladder 

Bowel 

62,65,66 

66,67 

59,69,73 

Rectum 

63  •• 

Mouth 

79  ' 

74 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases 


During  the  year  1962,  some  28  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
including  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  were  notified  as  occurring 
in  the  district.  There  were  2 cases  of  measles,  as  compared  v&th  473 
measles  in  1961 

School  Notification  of  Diseases 

No  cases  of  'any  notifiable  diseases  were  notified  from  the 
Schools*  v 
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Comparison  of  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  decade  1953  - 1962, 


1 

1 

t - Diseases 

1 1953 (1954  1955 

1956 

(1957 

■ 1953 j 1959; I960 1 1961 

1962 

IScarlet  Fever 

i 

15 

! 7.  2 

5 

| 1 

i 17 1 8 

3 

1 f 

ricT 

(.(Diphtheria 

CM* 

It  1 

1 

? mm 

mm 

[Puerperal  Pyrexia 

§ 

f— 

1 M | 

mm 

1 

a c 

(Pneumonia 

67 

281  11 

. 25 

1 27 

1 10 ! 20 

16 

( 12 

3 

6 

!|Erysipelas 

1 

I 2 1 .1 

-1  1 

mm 

i g 

i 

| Pulmonary  ) Male 

f 6 

6!  .6 

2 

j 4 

I 5 1 7 

4 

I 3 

f 6 

‘(Tuberculosis)  Female 

7 

71  5 

( 7 

6 

I 1 

4!  2- 

4- 

1 

i 4 

Ij  Non-*  Pulmonary ) Male 

— 

1 -1  1 

M. 

r 

-- 

2 I 

f 

? 

(Tuberculosis  /Female 

2 

-|  1 

3 

! 3 

1 1 1 - 

r 

If  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

«* 

*as»  wrzm 

-I  l! 

to 

fMeningocaoccal  Infection 

CM* 

11 

r ^ 

1 

- ! 1 ! 

£ 

(Typhoid  Fever 

; f 

i j 

« «»  | 

:( Small  Pox 

... 

1 1 «=* 

1 

msm 

f I 

mm  t mm  \ 

uDys  entry 

1 | 

1 f 

| | 

Measles  H 

' 262 

5!  5091 

' * 4^ 

241 ! 

7!  189 f 

4 

473 

2 

Whooping  Cough  _ 

...  81? 

271  106! 

33  i 

64^ 

3 1 29  1 

89 

10 

•Mg 

Parathyphoid  Fever 

mm 

MMI 

Ac  c Enc  ephalitis 

Mm 

| j 

_ i 

mjm  ’ 

1 1 

mjf  ^ ? 

1 

Ac®  Poliomyelitis 

2 

21  ll 

l! 

91 

; ! 

Ac*  Polio-Encephalitis 

| 

; f 

% 

1 | 

Food  Poisoning  j 

— i 

l 

rm  ; mm 

1 

? 

M ’i 

1 | 

- •;  ....  „ I _ j 

M.  ! 

Malaria  i 

»-  | 

i j 

Mi  i ts=a 

1 

- 

1 | 

•*=» 

Total  ( 

444S 

37 1 644 1 

-Bli 

366 

49  : 258  1 

122 

410 

28  5 

Tuberculosis  • 

. - -There  has  .-been  no  action-  taken-- during  1962,  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925  (relating 
) persons  suffering  from  pulmonary.,  tuberculosis  employed  in  the 
ipimk  trade) ? of  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, (relating 
go  the  ompulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis)® 
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The  following  table  compiled  from  local  statistics  shows 
the  various  age  periods  for  males  and  females,  at  which  new 
cases  were  notified  and  when  death  occurred. 


1 

Age  Period 

l 

New  Gases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary  j 

i 

M.  F* 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Pulmonary  j 

M.  F.  1 

Non- 

Pulmonary  ! 

M.  F. 

(Under  1 

i 

9mm 

- 

— 

j 

1 

— 

— 

1 — 2 

■ 

mm 

— 

t 

— 

fe  - 3 

— 

mm 

— 

i 

— 

— 

13  ™ 4 

r 

— v: 

— 

- 

t 

- { 

M 

| 

14-  5 • 

1 

— 

- 

— 

•»  f 

- 

15-10 

— 

~ 

- 

1 - 

— 

wa 

— 

110  - 15 

mm 

— 

115  - 25 

- 

2 

I 

EX* 

•w 

125  - 35  .. 

- 

1 

\ 

- 

'35  - 45 

1 

- 

- 

n i 

— 

- 

| 

45  - 65 

2 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

165  shd  over 

2 

1 

- 

Ka 

I 

«OW  5 

- 

•=»  f 

Totals 

6 

4 

•O  M 

mm 

i 

1 

f 

The  following  table  shows  the  new  notifications  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  according  to  sex  for 
the  years  1953  -1962 


s < 

Year 

i 

1 

Pulmonary 
Tuberculos 
M.  Fo 

is 

Total  ’! 

i 

N on-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis 

M.  F. 

j 

f 

Total  j 

Total  1 

All  Form^ 

! 1953 

6 

7 

13  i 

- 

2 

2 

5 

15 

1954 

7 

, . . ■ ..■/ 

7 

14 

mam 

-» 

14  1 

j 1955 

6 

5 

11 

1 

1 

2 1 

13 

1956 

2 

7 

9 

3 

3 ! 

12  j 

1957 

4 

6 

10 

- 

3 

3 

i — 1 

1953 

5 

4 

9 

i 

2 

3 

12 

1959 

7 

2 

9 

- 

I 

f 

9 

I960 

5 

4 

I 

9 

i 

MU 

w. 

| 

9 1 

! 1961 

3 

1 

■ 4 

«* 

f 

j 

4 ' i 

1962 

6 

4 

• * • 

10 

aw 

1 

aw 

10 

Occupation 

*-n«caBa«i au'wi  nmiwimupiaiaBi 

Of  those  suffering  from  Pulmonary  tuberculosis  1 was  a 
Licencee,  1 Civil  Servant,  1 Shop  Assistant,  1 Housewife,  2 Miners 
3 Retired  Miners,  1 No  Occupation* 


- 16  - 

The  following  are  particulars  of  the  number  and  type  of  houses 
provided  by  the? Council  in 1 prewar  ’ and  post  war  periods# 


The  number  of  types  of  Pre-war  are  as  follows 


Estate 

A 1 . 

L 2 A3 

******  Kim  iininwjrii 

A 4 

B 3 

Total 

Broonhill 

100 

30  - 

- 

- 

130 

Eppleton 

mm 

10  22 

2 

- 

34 

Hetton 

135  180 

— 

315 

Peat  Carr 

167  57 

14 

238 

Easington  Lane  (Old  Site) 

- 

29  154 

- 

36 

219 

Prospect 

20 

63  25 

9 

- 

117 

East  Rain ton 

4 : 

152  57 

5 

- 

218 

Moors ley 

12 

Ml 

- 

12 

Springwell  Terrace 

- 

24  12 

- 

- 

36 

Mill  Terrace 

•»n-» 

B 4 

— 

- 

12 

136  < 

618  511 

30 

36 

1331.  . 

Houses  completed  between  the 

end  of 

the  War  and 

the  31st 

December,  1962  0 

Estate 

A 1 

A 2 

A3  i 

Li 

Sp.  6Br* 

Total 

Caroline  Street 

- 

10 

IM 

- 

10 

Pemberton  & Richard  St. 

16 

— 

- 

•• 

— 

16 

Peat  Carr 

— 

54 

70 

2 

126 

The  Lawns,  Eas.Lane 

24 

— 

— 

— 

24 

Prospect 

2 

59 

96 

8 

- 

165 

Moorsley 

IB 

32 

56 

4 

- 

no 

Moors ley  (55  Houses) 

12 

34 

9 

m 

- 

55 

Low  Downs 

B 

36 

36 

4 

mm 

84 

Gargles  Farm  Estate 

58 

124 

80 

6 

1 

269 

Brickgarth 

24 

58 

31 

— 

113 

Mur ton  Lane 

4 

6 

— 

- 

- 

10 

Mill  Terrace 

- 

2 

— 

- 

2 

East  Rain  ton 

B 

12 

2 

BE3 

- 

22 

Shaws  Row 

4 

31 

14 

— 

- 

49 

Derwent  Street 

10 

44 

16 

- 

— 

70 

Hetton  House  Grounds 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Moorsley 

- 

11 

3 

- 

14 

Prospect 

2 

- 

— 

2- 

High  Street 

20 

26 

5 

- 

- 

51 

George  Street 

- 

22 

15 

- 

- 

37 

Barnard  Park 

B 

— 

— 

Uzsm 

— 

8 

Lindsay  Street 

n=m 

14 

4 

— 

— 

IB 

2 IB 

_£25 

438 

24 

1 

1256 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  DURING  19£2  - SHOEING  AGE  INCIDENCE  AND  DISTRIBUTION 


i 

i 

Number  of  Cases  Notified 

At  Ages  - Years 

g ! TOTAL 

Total  r 

cases  r 
eacr 

Lumber  of 

Loiified  in 
Ward 

1 

o 

EH 

10 

j j Deaths 

rd 

o 

a -p 

0 -H 

rt  Ph 

0 

0 o 

0 K 

1 0 

0 o 

1 O -P 

■.i*"nh4Ndnwi>nM«i  "«i*i 

f 

j 

I 

o 

8 s 

H O f 

•H 

U -P  1 
0 0 ( 

P<  r— J 1 

1 • r*a,  '• 

f O O I 

S Ph  S 

.57  j 

NOTIFIABLE 

DISEASES 

i 

l 

r- 

?■ 

QJ 

nc 

£ 

1 — 

1 — 

cy 

i 

i 

t 

rH 

<r\ 

C\2| 

j 

•y 

i 

CO 

- i*  iMfimwiu 

3 

u\f 

i 

i 

oi 

1 — Is 

t 

MttNmiWMrtNtt 

UN 

rHj 

1 

i 

o 

H 

! 

o- 

02; 

I- 

vrj 

rH: 

! 

tO 

CO; 

l 

o i 
02 

s 

to 

•i 

w 

CO; 

t-rtmiunulUit 

: 

1 fH 
{ 0 
tO  f [> 

MO  ! o 

I ; *3 

lO  } to 
^ • MO 

| 

W’liwmufiuili'iiU-n  • ■ , •••hi  ill 

| 

| 

| 

i 

n 

o 

+3 

-p 

a) 

W 

6 

1 | Hetton  Downs 

j Easington 

J Lane 

f 

' Moorsley  & 

it*  I Puaihton 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

2. 

2 

6 

TH  ■nlrh.'hpT*'!  fi 

M I yi 

; 

f 

1 

f 

[ 

■ 

| 

I i 

i ? 

; f 

i 

I Puerperal  Pyrexia 

; ■ 

j 

! 

| 

j 

■ 

; 

| 

f 

i | 

j j 

j pnenTTinnia 

1 

1 

1 

l 

1 

1 

| 

1 

6 

| 

1 

2 

3 

; 6 

,34  1 

| ; 

Erysipelas 

F 

' 

j 

? 

\ 

\ 

i 

| 

J 

| | 

| 

| * — 

Pulmonary  ) F emale 

i 

j 

2 j 1 

[ l 

| j 1 

| 

4 

2 ! 

* 

1 j 1 

| 4 

! .22  j 

Tuberculosis^  Male 

i 

! 

! 1 

1 j 

i li 

1 

2 1 2 

1 

6 

2 

2 

2 

6 

.34  { 

—4 

Non-  PUlnonary)  Female 

; 

1 | 

} 

1 

f 

1 

f 

{ 

• 

— — i 

Tuberculosis  ^ Male 

| 

1 

1 

| 

j 

: 

i 

.<  . 

1 

1 

i 

I 

f 

■ 

i 

_L 

— . — — — — — — _________ — — — 

j Meningococcal  Infection 

i 

l 

| 

| 

t 

\ 

j 

i r 

-!  1 

. 3- — - 4 

' — — — — ■ ■ ■ — ^ 

Small  Pox 

i 

■ 

i 

i '■  ’ 

i \ i 

III  3 

j 

I 

1 

! 

< 

i 

! 

1 

} 

? 

f 

i 

1 

? 

j Dysentery 

i 

i 

i 

\ 

1 

1 

| 

i 1 

I 

? : 

| 

j 

t 

; 

i 

i 

i 

| — — — — — • — — — — — — — — - 

i Measles 

__ — 

, 

! 

i 

f 

f 

. 2 

f 1 

1 ? 

f 

i 

! 

2 

2 

2 

j 

. i - - —i 

T 

.n  i 

! Whooping  Cough 

■r  ■- 

1 

i 

i 

s 

| 

\ f 

I ? 

I" 

i 

i 

i 

1 

i 

Para-typhoid  Fever 

l 

i 

£ 

i i ! 

1 f s 

* ! £ 

1 j ; } i j 

[ ||1? 

1 

I 

J 

■ 

. 

| 

1 

. Acute  Encephalitis 

| 

i 

I 

j 

i 

f 

I 

It 

r 

1 . 

i f | | 

!||| 

1 

1 I 

i S 

i j 

j 

i Acute  Poliomyelitis 

\ 

i 

6 

l 

\ 

\ 

j 

j 

i 

5 » 

f 

9 

I 'ill  i 

f -‘1  i e 

! \ % r 

■ 

i. 

i _ i 

! 

Acute  Polio-Encephalitis 

! 

I | 

| t 

« 

I : 

e : i 

1 l 

( ! 

1 | 

r I l 

r 5 f 

V | 

f 

i 

i 

i 

! 

1 

f 

TOTAL 

fn 

3 

s - ! 4 

; 9 - 2 ; 112 

2:3  ! 28 

| 

4 

2Si 

i 

j 1.58 

18  — 


Houses  completed  during  1962 


Site 

A 1 

A 2 

A 3 

Total 

Derwent  Street 

- 

5 

2 

7 

The  Avenue 

7 

2 

9 

The  Folds 

8 

— 

- 

8 

High  Downs  "Square 

8 

- 

- 

8 

Scotts  Terrace 

6 

2 

— 

8 

29 

9 

2 

40 

1.  Summary  of  work  done  by  the 

Public 

Health 

Inspector  Ts 

Department ' during 

the  year 

1962  j- 

New  Houses  Completed 
during  the  year 

With  State 
Assistance 

Unaided 

Total 

(a)  By  Local  Authority 

(b)  By  any  other  Housing 

' 39 

- 

39 

Authority 

- 

- 

(c)  By  Private  Persons 

•»* 

18 

18 

Total  No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  - 5414 
2.  GLOBING  AMD  DEMOLITION  OF  HOUSES 

A.  Formal  Action 

(i)  No.  of  houses  demolished  daring  year  as  a result 

of  Clearance  Schemes  or  other  formal  action.  ' 78 

(ii)  No.  of  houses  closed  but  not  demolished  as  a 

result  of  formal  action.  41 

■ 

(iii)  No.  of  houses  in  Glearnace  Areas  and  individual 
unfit  houses  demolition  of  which  temporarily 
postponed.  93 

(iv)  No.  of  houses  in  use  as  temporary  accommodation  « 
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B.  Informal  Action 


(i)  No*  of  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings  as 
..  , a result  of  informal  action  and  not  included  above 

RECONDITIONING''  AND  REPAIR 

3o  No.  of  houses  made  fit  during  the  year  by  procedure  under 
Housing  Acts  (excluding  temporary  accommodation)  or  Public 
Health  Acts.s  - 

(a)  As  a result of  informal  action  , c.  ...  ...  72 

(b)  By  owners  as  a result  of  statutory  notice  ...  - 

(c)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  - 

4e  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS*  s HOUSING  ACTS  1949/62...  . ... 

"""  No.  of  separate  houses 


(.a)  Applications  submitted  to' 
Local  Authority 

... 

(b)  Applications  rejected  by 
Local  Authority 

(c)  Total  No.  of  applications 
approved  since  inception 

of  s cheme . 

* 

(d)  Total  No.  of  grants  paid 
since  inception  of  scheme 


Discretionary 

Standard 

Grant 

Grant 

43 

ftrtt 

4 

239 

>1 

• 

33 

221 

22 

20 


GENERAL  SUMMARY 


No,of,to;  No,  of,  j-No.of  j Defects  Legal 
Inspgct^oelnfoiJnalrStltutory  remedied;  Pro- 
ions « Notices  . ; Notices  j.  after  : ceedings 
j Served  iServed  j Notice  j & Gen 

1 1 Remark 


(Housing ; 
j Public  Health  and 
f Housing  Acts  212 

: Overcrowding  j - 

(S&nitary  Conveniences  : ~ 


j Insuff  j dent 

\ 

{ Defective 

j 26 

(Drainage 

161 

(Water  Supply 

I - 

[Food  Premises 

j 266 

[Shops  Act 

j 49 

[Slaughterhouses  t 

1 

1 Public 

! ^ 

j Private 

| 273 

Tents, Vans,  Etc. 

— 

Offensive  Trades. 

j — 

81  i - 

72 

1 

• 

.16  - 

v«a* 

1 16 

4 j-  - 

t 4 

12  1 - 

l—1 

I O i 

i 1 

ittniHimitniiiHiiHiiMiimiuuiM 

i i — ! 

1 

(Factories  & Workplaces  51 
Keeping  of  Animals  I 11 
Insanitary  Ashpits  and 
j Receptacles  129 

[Offensive  accumulations  36 
SSmofee ^Nuisances  11 

(Prevention  of  Damage  by 
; Pests  Act, 19 49  426 


6 

2 

43 

14 

2 

4 


6 


43 

14 

2 

A 


I 


TOTAL 


1656  : ,■  185 


Total  number  of  water-closets  in  District  ...  5894 
Tothl  number  of  ash-closets  in  District  ...  104 
Total  number  of  ashpit  privies  in  District...  17 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  .of  the  Area 

Water  Supply g Without  exception  dwellinghouses  and  other 
premises  throughout  the  area  are  supplied  with  water  direct 
from  the  mains,  thq  supply  taps  al'l  being  within  the  dwelling- 
house,  and  with  very  few,  exceptions  placed  oyer  a scullery  sink# 
The  supply  was  consistently  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity 
throughout  the  year  under  review. 

The  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Company  supply  the 
major  part  of  the  area,  the  supply  consisting  of  water  pumped 
from  colliery  workings,  which  is  found  to  be  consistently  pure, 
but  very  hard,  and  this  is  supplemented  by  a softer  water  from 
the  Company !s  trunk  mains,  all  water  being  treated  by  the 
chloramine  method  b.efore  distribution. 

The  Durham  County  Water  Board  supply  East  and  Middle 
Rainton  districts  direct,  the  water  being  soft.  A satisfactory 
supply  was  maintained  throughout  the  year,  and  this  was  not 
affected  by  any  rationing  scheme  due  to  drought. 

The  variations  in  the  charactisties  of  the  waters  distributed 
make  it  necessary  to  exercise  care  in  plumbing  installations,  both 
Companies  deal  with  this  adequately  under  their  Regulations,  and 
owing  to  the  extreme  hardness  of  the  local  system,  indirect  hot- 
water  systems,  incorporating  a calorifier  type  tank,  have  been 
standard  practice  for  many  years. 

Weekly  samples  are  taken  from  various  points  is  the  District 
by  the  Health  Department.  These  are  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Sunderland,  where  bacteriological  examinations 
are  carried  out  free  of  charge,  and  again  tribute  must  be  paid 
to  ready  co-operation  and  advice  offered  at  all  times  by  Dr. 
Crone,., the  Principal  of  the  Laboratory.  The  Health.  Deportment 
is ‘ alsb ^indebted  to  both  the  Sunderland  Company  and  the  Durham 

B'  card  - for-t  heir-prompt,  mt.tant  ion whenever  defects  in  their 

supplies  have  been  reported  to  them. 

% t 

.*  (C 
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During  1962,  208  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination, 
and  of  these  only  1 was  sub-standard,  but  none  to  a marked  degree, 
and  invariably,  after  flushing  of  the  affected  mains,  the 
contamination  vanished.  No  samples  were  taken  by  the  Health 
Department  for  chemical  analysis  during  the  year  under  review. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage;  The  whole  of  the  sewers  in  the  area, 
with  one  exception,  drain  to  the  Councils  Glebe  Sewerage  Works 
at  Rainton  Bridge.  The  works  were  constructed  in  1936-7,  and 
function  satisfactorily.  Apart  from  a few  isolated  farms  etc, 
which  reply  upon  cesspools  of  modern  construction,  the  whole 
of  the  premises  in  the  district  are  connected  direct  to  the 
public  sewer. 

A good  amount  of  work  was  done  during  the  year  on  extensions 
to  soil  and  surface  water  sewers  in  connection  with  Council  and 
private  housing  developments,  and  these  also  involved  a consider- 
able amount  of  new  drainage  work.  This,  with  the  exception  of 
work  on  the  Council’s  housing  sites,  was  subject  to  testing 
and  examination  by  the  Health  Department,  and  as  a very  large 
amount  of  drainage  and  plumbing  alterations  and  extensions  were 

carried  out  to  private  houses'  in  connection  with  improvements 

• « 

under  concessionary  and  standard  grants,  the  drainage  system  of 
the  area  is  gradually  being  brought  up  to  date,  and  is  generally 
in  a highly  satisfactory  condition. 

During  1962  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve  20  informal 
notices  requiring  the  repair  of  defects  in  house  drains,  and  the 
defects  were  all  remedied  without  recourse  to  statutory  action. 

Sanitary  Accommodation;  Dwelling houses  and  premises  in  the 
district  were  equipped  with  sanitary  conveniences  of  the  following 
types  at  the  end  of  1962,  viz 

Water  closets* 5894 

Ash-closets. 104 

Ash-pit  privies.  17 

Chemical  closets 3 
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There  has  been  little  variation  in  these  figures  in  recent 
years,  although  these  has  been  a tendency  for  a steady  rise  in 
the  number  of  water-closets  as  many  houses  improved  by  grant 
aid  and  now  have  an  additional  water-closet  inside,  and  as 
demolition  work  proceeds  there  is  a reduction  in  the  number  of 
ash-closetd,  as  those  listed  serve  houses  which  are  already 
subject  to  Orders,  or  scheduled  for  clearance  in  the  near 
future . 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposals  The  Health  Department  is 
responsible  for  this  service,  which  is  carried-,  out  by  direct 
labour,  four  side  loading,  end  tipping  vehicles  being  used 
for  the  work,  with  four  drivers  and  eight  fillers,  two  additional 
fillers  being  employed  during  the  three  heaviest  months  of  the 
winter*  A further  lorry  and  driver  are  engaged  part-time  on  the 
collection  of  trade  refuse  and  salvage,  mainly  from  business 
premises,  the  collection  being  subject  to  a charge.  The  driver 
also  sorts  and  bales  the  material  collected,  and  this  is  marketed. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping,  which  is  controlled 
s.o  far  as  the  available  supplies  of  covering  material  will  permit^ 
but  the  use  of  a tractor  to  scrape  and  level  the  tip  surface  at 
regular  intervals  provides  effective  consolidation,  and  a man  is 
employed  part-time  to  gather  paper  and  loose  materials  as  they 
are  tipped,  there  being  little  difficulty  in  keeping  the  tips 
tidy  and  nuisance  free  at  all  times.  The  tij^  in  recent  years 
have,  with  one  exception,  all  been  for  the  reclamation  of  land 
for  agricultural  or  recreational  'use,  and  as  a result  the  sites 
are  rapidly  restored  to  normal  use. 

The  tips  in  use  during  the  year  were  situated  at  Murton 
Road,  where  an  area -of  barren  scrub  land  was  being  reclaimed  for 
agriculture,,  This  tip  was  adjacent  to  a main  highway,  ■ and  had 
therefore  to  be  kept  under  constant  observation  to  avoid  nuisance  •; 
from  blown  paper  and  fire,  but  little  or  no  trouble  was  experienced 
in  this  respect,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  tip  was  rapidly 
nearing  completion.  The  tip  at  Hazard  Colliery  has  been  used  for 
over  20  years,  and  this  site  is  in  fact  the  only  one  leased  by 
the  Council  foi  the  purpose.  It  is  situated  amongst  colliery 
spoil  heaps  which  would  require  levelling  before . the  site  could 
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be  put  back  to- agriculture , but  where  refuse  tipping  hasabeen 
carried  out  a considerable  area  has  been  levelled  off  and 
could  be  restored  to  cultivation. 

A further  tip  was  commenced  during  the  year,,  this  adjoined 
Eppleton  Colliery  Modern  School , and  involved  the  in-filling  of 
land  to  form  a playing  field.  The  top  soil  ivTas  stripped  off, 
and' the  sub-soil  turned  back  to  a considerable  depth,  and  a very 
useful  tip  was  formed  which  took  a considerable  quantity  of 
refuse,  the  output  from  most  of  the  Urban  area  being  concentrated 
here  in  order  to  ensure  rapid  completion  of  the  site.  The  close 
proximity  of  the  site  to  the  School,  and  to  a public  highway  made 
constant  supervision  necessary/  but  the  work  was  carried  out  with 
little  or  no  nuisance.  The  department  is  indebted  to  the  Head- 
master and  his  staff  for  their  forebearance  as  whilst  during 
periods  of  high  wind  they  had  cause  for  complaint,  their 
attitude  was  helpful  throughout,  although  when  adverse  weather 
conditions  developed,  tipping  stopped  immediately.  The  tip 
proved  invaluable  in  the  winter  months,  as  the  abnormally  heavy 
snowfalls  made  the  other  tips  unapproachable  for  long  periods, 
and  had  it  not  been  possible  to  keep  this  site  open  at  all  times, 
the  postion  would  have  been  very  difficult. 

Having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  tips  are  all  situated 
within  a small  radius  of  centres  of  population,  it  is  possible 
to  employ  a relay  system  for  refuse  collection,  the  lorries 
operating  a shuttle  service  to  and  from  the  tip,  thus  keeping 
the  fillers  constantly  employed,  and  avoiding  time  being 
wasted  in  trimming  loads,  and  the  unnecessary  overloading  of 
the  vehicles.  It  is  still  advisable,  however,  in  a few  scattered 
areas,  to  split  up  the  teams,  and  revert  to  the  -slower  method 
of  working. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  under  review,  consideration  was 
given  to  the  adoption  of  the  paper  sack  method  of  refuse  collection* 
This  has  very  definite  hygienic  advantages,  avoiding  spillage 
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and  dust  during  colie ction,  and  the  scattering  of  paper  etc,  on 
the  tips,  it  should  also  speed  up  collection,  and  make  it  possible 
to  reduce  the  labour  force*  It  does  involve,  however,  heavy 
capital  expenditure  in  equipping  premises  with  sack  holders,  and 
a weekly  standing  charge  for  the  replacement  of  sacks.  The 
initiation  of  the  scheme  would  best  be  acheived  by  its  adoption 
on  new  housing  sites, . .with  a gradual  run  down  and  replacement 
of  existing  ash-bins*  It  was  decided  to  carry  out  tests  to 
ascertain  how  the  scheme  met  the'  needs  of  typical  cross  sections 
of  the  population,  and  the  reaction  of  the  sacks  to  local  usage. 

For  this  purpose,  a supply  of  sacks  was  obtained,  but  the 
abnormally  inclement  weather  prevented  the  tests  being  carried 
out  before  the  end  of  the  year.  At  present  a 24"  x 18"  ash-bin 
is  in  general  use  throughout  the  area,  these  being  cleared  once 
weekly.  The  bins  in  use  are  generally  good  condition,  as  a 
replacement'  scheme  has  been  in  operation  for  many  years  which 
has  ensured  standardisation  of  bins,  and  the  elimination  of 
makeshift  receptacles.  The  collectors  report  dnily  on  the  situ- 
ation of  worn  out  bins,  the  landlord  is  notified,  and  given 
the  opportunity  of  a replacement  at  reasonable  cost,  and  in- 
variably takes  advantage  of  this*'  . The  number  of  bins  supplied  during; 
the  year,  to  privately  owned  houses  only  was  39, and  the  the 
average  re-sale  price  of  these  was  25/-.  The  bins  are  the 
largest  size  normally  obtainable,  but  a few  isolated  cases  they 
are  found  to  be  inadequate  for  the  storage  of  a week*s  refuse, 
mainly  where  sub-tenancies  exist.  The  improvement  and 
modernisation  of  heating  appliances  has  resulted  in  an 
appreciable  drop  in  the  ash-content  of  the  refuse,  but  for  the 
same  reason  householders  have  in  many  cases  no  means  of  burning 
much  of  their  rubbish,  and  the  refuse  is  tending  to  become  more 
bulky,  owing  to  the  considerable  increase  in  wrappings,  cartons 
and  tins,  which  few  householders  bother  to  compact  before 
placing  in  the  bin.  The  concessionary  coal  issued  to  miners 
has  improved  greatly  in  quality  in  recent  years,  and 'no  trouble 
is  experienced  in  dealing  with  the  stone  content,  which  was,  in 
the  past,  and  in  isolated  cases  still  is,  picked  out  and 
deposited  on  the  street  when  loads  of  coal  were  delivered.  These 
stone  heaps  have  gradually  diminished,  and  in  any  case,  although 
the  stone  cannot  be  regarded  as  household  refuse,  if  a householer 
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places  it  in  reasonable  quantities  in  the  bin,  it  is  invariably 
collected, 

A scheme  is  in  operation  for  the  collection  of  trade  refuse! 
-Liiis  is  collected  separately,  subject  to  the  payment  of  a nominal 
charge,  and  as  the  coll. ections  consist  mainly  of  cartons  and 
wrapping  paper,  they  are  sorted  and  baled,  and  sold  to  the  paper 
mills.  Almost  all  the  'business  premises  in  the  area  have  taken 
advantage  of  this  scheme.  The  steadily  diminishing  market  price 
of  waste  paper,  makes  is  doubtful  whether  the  handing  involved 
makes  it  an  economic  project,  but  the  income  derived  from  trade 
waste  collections  assists  in  adjusting  the  balance,  this  income 
during  1962  amounted  to  £215.0s,0d. 

The  drivers  are  responsible  for  recording  daily  the  number 
of  loads  collected  by  each  vehicle,  it  not  being  possible  to 

weigh  loads  oxd.ng  to  the  complete  lack  of  weighbridge  facilities 
in  the  district.  During  1962,  the  terns  dealt  with  an  average 
weekly  total  of  5862  loads, with  an  estimated  total  tonnage  of 
14655  or  approximately  2-jjr  tons  per  house  per  annum*  The  work 
entailed  the  weekly  clearance  of  5386  premises,  many  of  which  had 
multiple  bins  installed.  The  approximate  cost  per  house  per 
annum  was  £2,28, 

THE  SHOPS  ACT;  The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  also  acts  as 
Inspector  under  the  Shops  Acts,  and  business  premises  were  all 
visited  and  inspected  during  the  year  under  review.  Throughout 
the  district  shops  are  generally  equipped  with  adequate  sanitary 
accommodation,  space,  heating  and  washing  facilities  for  their 
staffs,  and  the  larger  premises  all  have  provision  for  rest 
rooms.  There  are  however,  five  small  lock  up  shops  where 
restricted  space  prevents  the  provision  of  sanitary  accommodation, 
two  being  in  Hetton,  and  three  in  Easington  Lane,  Facilities 
are  available  within  a reasonable  distance,  and  therefore  exemp- 
tion certificates  have  been  issued  with  respect  to  these  premises, 
which  are,  moreover,  provided  with  hot  water  and  washing  facilities. 
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The  enforcement  of  closing  hours  presents  no  difficulty- 
nowadays,  and  no  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  hours 
work  by  shop  assistants.  The  majority  of  shopkeepers  observe 
far  shorter  opening  hours  than  those  required  by  the  Act.  The 
position  of  Sunday  Trading  is  kept  under  close  observation, 
mainly  with  regard  to  the  small  general  shops,  who  have  almost 
without  exception  installed  refrigeration  cabinets  which  store 
& large  variety  of  frozen  foodstuffs,  the  sale  of  many  of  which 
are  not  permitted  on  Sunday,  although  the  premises  may  be.  open 
that  day  for  the  sale  of  other  commodities. 

Tents , Vans,  Sheds  and  camping  sites;  There  are  no  recognised 
caravan  or  camping  sites  in  the  Urban  area,  but  the  Council 
decided  in  1961  to  make  provision  for  a small  site  at  Hutton 
Street,  Hetton  Downs,  which  is  intended  to  have  the  necessary 
hard-standing,  water-supply,  and  sanitary  accommodation,  and 
being  within  easy  reach  of  schools  and  shopping  centre,  would 
be  eminently  suited  to  the  needs  of  the  permanent  type  of  van- 
dweller,  but  no  progress  was  made  with  the  site  by  the  end  of 
the  year  under  review* 

A small  colony  of  van  dwellers  at  the  village  of  Middle 
Rainton  has  caused  concern  during  the  recent  years,  but  it 
generally  never  exceeded  two  or  three  vans  at  one  time,  which 
moved  on  after  a short  occupation,  although  after  a period  the 
site  would  be  re-occupied  by  others.  During  1962,  however,  a 
hardcore  of  a very  unsuitable  type  of  van  dweller  settled  here, 
and  whilst  this  nucleus  remained  the  colony  tended  to  snowball 
and  became  a definite  nuisance  to  the  neighbourhood.  Unfort- 
unately the  site  in  question  was  land  last  occupied  by  houses 
which  were  condemned  and  demolished  in  1937,  and  trace  of  the 
quite  large  number  of  individual  owners  has  since  been  lost, 
mailing  it  impossible  to  take  formal  action. 

Schools s A verh  high  standard  of  hygiene  was  maintained  in 
all  schools  in  the  area,  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases 
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was  negligible,  and  seabies  virtually  non-existent  throughout 
the  year,  and  it  was  therefore  not  necessary  to  close  any  school, , 

The  central  school  kitchen  is  situated  at  Easing ton  Lane, 
and  it  was  invariably  found  that  a very  high  standard  of  hygiene 
was  being  maintained  here. 

The  Health  Department  is  indebted  to  the  teachers,  for  their 
ready  co-operation  whenever  enquiries  or  arrangements  affecting 
the  welfare  of  the  pupils  were  necessary. 

Public  Houses,  Hall  and  Cinemas ; These  premises  are  subject  to 
regular  Inspection,  and  an  Annual  Report  is  submitted  for  the 
guidance  of  the  Justices  at  the  Brewster  Sessions,  it  being 
unnecessary  to  report  adversely  with  regard  to  any  premises 
during  the  year  under  review.  A high  standard  of  hygiene  and 
sanitary  accommodation  is  maintained  in  licenced  premises 
throughout  the  district,  and  all  are  equipped  with  modern 
washing  facilities  in  the  bars. 

FOOD  INSPECTION^  The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  type 
of  premises  where  foodstuffs  are  prepared  and  sold,  viz 


Slaughterhouses 10 

Colliery  Canteens 2 

Cafes  or  Snack  bars...... 3 

Fish  & Chips 10 

Butchers*  17 

Greengrocery  and  Fruiters, 10 

Bakers  and  Confect! oners 17 

Grocery * 30 

General * ......  , 44 

Ice-Cream  Manufacturers 2 

Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of 

ice-cream 63 
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The  food  premises  are  regularly  inspected  and  stocks 
examined,  and  all  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food 
'Hygiene  Regulations,  with  full  amenities  fop  staff  employed 
on  the  premises.  Wastage  of  foodstuffs  is  rare,  as  the 
majority  are  equipped  with  some  form  of  refrigeration,  but  it 
is  necessary  to  condemn  a fairly  large  amount  of  tinned  goods, 
in  many  cases  more  because  they  are  unsaleable  rather  than 
unfit,  mainly  owing  to  rough  handling  in  transit  or  inadequate 
packing.  The  open  access  to  the  customer  afforded  by  the 
super  market  also  causes  fairly  heavy  losses  in  this  respect 
nowadays,  cans,  packages  and  jars  frequently  being  dropped 
on  the  floor  and  replaced  on  the  fixtures. 

The  number  of  slaughterhouse,  licences  in  force,  during 
the  year  numbered  10  although  one  of  the  premises  was  not  used 
for  slaughtering  throughout  the  period.  All  the  premises 
concerned  were  in  full  compliance  with  the  Act  both  as  regards 
structure  and  equipment,  and  all  fynd.  stunning  pens  fitted, 
which  have  proved,  to  be  an  unqualified  success. 

A considerable  proportion  of  the  meat  slaughtered  in  the 
district  is  exported,  but  all  animals  slaughtered  for  human 
consumption  are  inspected,  although,  as  much  of  the  slaughtering 
takes  place  at  the  week-end,  to  attain  100  % inspection,  over- 
time working  is  necessary.  A very  high  class  of  animal  is 
generally  killed,  resulting  in  a marked  decrease  in  the 
incidence  of  disease  found  in  recent  years.  Where  it  was 
necessary  to  condemn  carcases  .or  parts  thereof  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption,  they  were  sprayed  with  a "highly  persistent 
green  dye,  and  where ' possible, . disposed  of 'to  the  manufacturers 
of  pet  foods,  who  guarantee  that  none  of  the ‘meat  will  be  used 
for  human  consumption.  ' This ^ source  of  disposal  is  uncertain, 
however,  as  the  merchants  are  reluctant  to  collect  anything 
except  large  quantities | and  frequently  recourse  has  to  be 
made  to  burial  on' the  refuse  tips.  ’ / ‘ *•  ■ * * 


The  number  of  slaughtermen  licenced  by  the  Council  during 
1962  was  41 • The  position  with  regard  to  trained  slaughtermen 
has  much  improved,  a very  good  type  of  man  being  employed 
throughout  the  district,  and  the  majority  of  the  butchers  now 
appear  to  have  little  trouble  in  finding  suitable  staff®  A 
fairly  large  number  of  sheep  are  slaughtered  at  one  premises' 
in  the  district  under  Mahommedan  rites  for  the  provisioning  of 
ships®  The  slaughtermen  sent  for  the  ritual  slaughter  have  to 
be  accepted  at  their  face  value,  but  they  vary  greatly  in 
efficiency,  they  carry  out  the  act  of  slaughter  only,  however 
the  dressing  of  carcases  being  done  by  the  regular  butchers  in 
the  establishment® 

Waste  disposal  from  the  slaughterhouse  presents  little 
difficulty  nowadays,  as  there  are  many  firms  willing  to  take 
offal  wastes,  and *the :maj ority  of  butchers  take  advantage  of  * 
this.  To  prevent  nuisance  from  carelessness  and  promiscous 
dumping,  a deep  trench  has  been  provided -on  the  refuse  tip  for 
the  exclusive  use  of  the  butchers,  and  this  is  filled  and 
extended  as  the  need  arises.  The  cost  of  providing  and  main- 
taining this  trench  is  met  by  the  tradesmen,  and. the  system, 
wor 3U  well. 

* The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  carcases  and 
offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned,  in  whole  off  in  part 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES:  The  duty  of  sampling  milks  now  lies  with  the 
County  Council,  and  their  Health  Department  reports  monthly  on 
the  number  of  samples  taken,  which,  during  the  year  under  re- 
view amounted  to  25  samples,  5 of  these  being  from  sterilised 
milks*  The  Council’s  Health  Department  take  x^eekly  samples  on 
a limited  scale  from  local  supplies,  particular 'attention  being 
paid  to  the  raw  Tuberculin  tested  milk,  of  which  a considerable 
quantity  is  sold  in  the  area*  Samples  are  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Sunderland,  where  they  are  bacterio- 
logically  examined  free  of  charge,  the  raw  milks  also  being 
examined  for  the  presence  of  br. abortus,  and  not  infrequently 
being  found  positive  to  the  ring  test  for  this,  although 
subsequent  cultures  have  fortunately  proved  negative.  SB  samples 

were  taken  by  the  Department  during  1962,  of  these  10,  princip** 
ally  from  the  raw  milks,  failed  the  teste. 

Liquid  milk  distribution  in  the  district  is  carried  out  by 
two  organisations,  viz,  the  Houghton-le-Spring  Dairy  Farmer’s 
Association,  .and  the  East  Durham  Co-operative  Dairies.  The 
Dairy  Farmer’s  Association  supply  pasteurised  milks  which  are 
processed  and  bottled  by  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  at  their 
Durham  Plant,  and  also  a considerable  quantity  of  raw  tuberculin 
tested  milk  from  local  farms.  The  east  Durham  Co-operative 
Dairies  distribute  pasteurised  milks  processed  at  their  Wingate 
Dairy,  and  have  a modern  distributing  and  storage  Depot,  equipped 
with  cold  storage  chambers,  situated  in  the  Hetton  Downs  Ward. 

A fairly  large  amount  of  sterilised  milk,  coming  principally 
from  Dairies  in  the  Sunderland  Area,  is  also  retailed  in  the 
district,  a good  number  of  stores  and  general  shops  stocking 
this,  5B  shops  being  registered  for  such  sales  at  the  end  of 
1962. 


Three  complaints  only  were  received  with  regard  to  dirty 
milk  bottles.  These  on  investigation  were  found  to  be  due  to 
accidental  contamination  to  a minor  degree,  and  no  formal  action 
was  talen. 
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ICE- CREAM ; The  increasing  consumption  of  this  commodity  warrants 

the  close  attention  to  the  supply  which  is  given  by  the  Health 
Department,  105  samples  being  taken  during  1962,  15  of  these 
proving  to  be  in  some  degree  sub-standard,  the  actual  results 
being  as  follows  s- 

Grade  1,  89?  Grade  2,  8,  Grade  3?  5 and  Grade  4?  3.  The  samples 
are  taken  weekly  from  various  points  in  the  district,  particular 
attention  being  paid  to  the  numerous  itinerant  hawkers  who  tour 
the  area  in  motor  vans.  Sampling  is  not  easy  when  dealing  with 
these,  as  their  times  are  irregular,  and  often  inconvenient  for 
the  transmission  of  samples  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
which  is  situated  in  Sunderland,  and  where  examinations  are  carried 
out  free  of  cost. 

Whilst  three  premises  in  the  district  were  equipped  with 
modern  plant  when  the  Heat  Treatment  Regulations  came  into  effect 
but  these  were  rarely  in  use  during  1962,  and  then  mainly  to  meet 
the  seasonal  demand,  as  the  proprietors  found  it  more  economical 
to  retail  pre-packed  proprietory  brands  of  ice-cream,  A large 
number  of  confectionery  and  general  dealer’s  shops  are  equipped 
with  refrigeration  cabinets,  and  retail  pre-packed  ice-cream 
delivered  direct  from  the  factory.  .Such  ice-cream  is  invariably 
of  good  quality,  and  only  deteriorates  through  unsatisfactory 
operation  of  the  refrigerator,  or  prolonged  storage,  for  this 
reason  check  samples  are  taken  throughout  the  winter  months, 
resulting  in  the  detection  of  unsatisfactory  stock.  The  manu- 
facturers, being  jealous  cf  the  reputation  of  their  brand,  are 
always  prompt  in  dealing  with  complaints,  the  stock  invariably 
being  cleared  and  replaced  immediately  there  is  any  doubt  as  to 
its  condition. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  retail  sale  of 
pre-packed  ice-cream  at  the  end  of  1962  numbered  63* 
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HOUSING;  The  Council  continued  with  their  policy  of  building 
by  direct  labour  during  the  year  under  review,  and  23  houses 
were  completed  and  occupied,  whilst  casual  vacancies  in  the 
existing  housing  sites  absorbed  a further  96  families* 

Despite  the  availability  of  land  for  development,  the 
district  has,  in  post  war  years,  been  negelected  by  the  specu- 
lavtive  builder,  the  houses  erected  by  private  persons  all  being 
for  their  own  occupation.  The  development  of  a site  previously 
occupied  by  condemned  houses,  and  land  adjacent,  at  the  Four 
Lane  Ends,  Hetton,  by  a local  builder,  shows  promise  of  providing 
a large  and  attractive  housing  unit*  The  work  was  commenced 
during  the  year  and  made  rapid  progress,  and  altogether  a total 
number  of  18  private  houses  were  completed  in  the  district  during 
1962,  all  for  owner-occupiers. 

The  Council’s  own  developments'  were  carried  out  on  sites 
reclaimed  from  Slum  Clearance  Areas,  a commencement  being  made 
in  Lyons  Lane,  Easington  Lane,  an  area  which  was  subject  to  a 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order  confirmed  in  1961,  and  seven  houses 
were  completed  and  occupied  here  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Single  bedroomed  bungalows  intended  for  occupation  by  aged  persons 
were  completed  and  occupied  at  The  Folds,  East  Rainton  (eight), 

The  Avenue  and  Scotts  Terrace,  Hetton  (Sixteen)  and  High  Downs 
(eight).  This  type  of  house  is  in  great  demand,  as  they  provide 
economical  and  easily  worked  accommodation  for  pensioners,  and 
their  occupation  invariably  releases  larger  type  houses  for 
family  occupation. 

Progress  with  the  improvements  in  the  amenities  of  the  older 
houses  was  continued.  The  Council’s  own  modernisation  schemes 
were  completed,  and  palisading  walls  and  other  external  improve- 
ments are  now  in  hand.  The  National  Coal  Board  have  made  good 
progress  with  the  large  number  of  their  houses  which  are  unlikely 
to  be  affected  by  clearance  action,  yet  fall  below  a reasonable 
standard,  and  the  majority  now  have  fixed  baths,  and  hot  water 
supply. 


A good  number  of  owner-occupiers  took  advantage  of  the  grant 
aid  available  to  carryout  improvements  to  their  houses * 43 
applications  being  received  for  discretionary  grants  * and  4 
applications  for  standard  grants*,  all  being  approved*  but  the 
response  from  the  owners  of  rented  property  is  dis appointing „ 

The  expenditure  required  to  bring  a house  up  to  the  standard 
necessary  before  it  can  qualify  for  a discretionary  grant  is 
considerable*  but  it  is  possible  under  the  standard  grant  to 
instal  amenities  for  a comparatively  small  outlay*  and  there 
•are  many  fundamentally  sound  houses*  with  a reasonable  life* 
expectation*  which  would  qualify  for  grant. 

Whilst  no  Clearance  or  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  were  put 
forward  during  1962*  a good  number  of  Closing  and  Demolition 
Orders  were  made*  and  good  progress  made  with  the  clearance  of 
derelict  sites. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS .»  The  industrial  site  at  Lyons  Colliery 
began  to  take  shape  during  the  year*  sites  being  taken  up  by  a 
brickworks*  and  a light  engineering  factory*  whilst  a small 
motor  engineering  workshop  was  -also  established.  Enquiries  from 
other  sources  give  rise  to  the  hope  for  a full  and  useful 
development  in  this  area.  Initial  difficulties  regarding  water 
supply  and  drainage  caused  delay  in. the-  provision  of  adequate 
sanitary  facilities  to  the  buildings*  but  these  difficulties 
have  since  been  overcome. 

•The  factories  and  workshops  are  regularly  inspected*  and 
generally  the  standard  of  hygiene  maintained  is  good.  Temporary 
conveniences  for  workers  on  building  and  engineering  sites*  and 
farms  were  kept  under  observation  to  ensure  their  satisfactory 
maintenance . 


The  service  of  some  informal  notices  were  necessary*  part- 
iculars of  which  are  set  out  in  the  following  table*  which 
indicates  inspections  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department*  and 
the  results  arising  therefrom*  viz 
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Inspection  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  th  Health 
(including  Inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 
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A good  number  of  owner-occupiers  took  advantage  of  the  grant 
aid'  available  -to  carryout  improvements  to  their  houses , 43 
applications  being  received  for  discretionary  grants , and  4 
•applications  for  standard  grants , all  being  approved.,  but  the 
response  from  the  owners  of  rented  property  is  dis appointing . 

The  expenditure  required  to' bring  a house  up  to  the  standard 
necessary  before  it  can  qualify  for  a discretionary  grant  is 
considerable , but  it  is  possible  under  the  standard  grant  to 
instal  amenitres  for  a comparatively  small  outlay,  and  there 
are  many  fundamentally  sound  houses,  with  a reasonable  life, 
expectation,  which  would  qualify  for  grant* 

Whilst  no  Clearance  or  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  were  put 
forward  during  1962,  a good  number  of  Closing  and  Demolition 
Orders  were  made,  and  good  progress  made  with  the  clearance  of 
derelict  sites « 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS : The  industrial  site  at  Lyons  Colliery 

began  to  take  shape  during  the  year,  sites  being  taken  up  by  a 
brickworks,  and  a light  engineering  factory,  whilst  a small 
motor  engineering  workshop  was  -also  established.  Enquiries  from 
other,  sources  give  rise  to  the  hope  for  a full  and  useful 
development  in  "this  area.  Initial  difficulties  regarding  water 
supply  and  drainage  caused  delay  in  the  provision  of  adequate 
sanitary  facilities  to  the  buildings,  but  these  difficulties 
havens in ce  been  overcome. 


The  factories  and  workshops  are  regularly  inspected,  and 
generally  the  standard  of  hygiene  maintained  is  good* "" Temporary 
conveniences  for  workers  on  building  and  engineering  sites,  and 
farms  were  kept  under  observation  to  ensure  their  satisfactory 
maintenance  * 


The  service  of  some  informal  notices  were  necessary,  part- 
iculars of  which  are  set  out  in  the  following  table,  which 
indicates  inspections  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department,  and 
the  results  arising  therefrom,  viz 
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in  carrying  out  the  work,  as,  whilst  major  infestations  are 
rare,  the  movements  of  the  rodent  population  are  so  fluid,  a 
freak  migration  of  the  vermin  may  occur  at  any  time,  and  give 
rise  to  a heavy  infestation  almost  overnight.  Treatments  to 
dwellinghouses  are  carried  out  free,  and  a charge  which  is 
almost  invariably  negligible,  as  it  is  based  on  time  and 
material,  is  made  for  the  treament  of  land  or  business  premises, 
and  complaints  are  therefore  readily  forthcoming,  particularly 
from  householders,  where  they  are  often  found  to  be  frivolous 
and  time  wasting. 

Minor  infestations  often  involve  a good  deal  of  work, 
getting  rid  of  the  vermin,  is  simple  with  modern  techniques,  but 
finding  faults  in  structures  and  drains  to  pinpoint  access  points, 
-and  prevent  re-infestation  takes  time  and  patience,  one  good 
result  is,  however,  that  in  the  course  of  investigations  a good 
number  of  drains,  when  treated  with  smoke  under  pressure,  are 
found  faulty  in  some  degree  and  are  made  good. 

Warfarin  was  the  poison  in  general  use  for  treatments 
during  the  year,  it  is  safe,  effective,  and  convenient  in  use, 
but  it  is  nevertheless  used  with  caution  where  domestic  animals, 
particularly  pigs,  could  have  access  to  the  bait.  The  majority 
of  farmers  have  now  become  accustomed  to  the  use  of  Warfarin, 
and  carry  out  their  own  treatments  when  necessary,  and  agricul- 
tural land  was  found  to  be  remarkably  free  from  infestation 
during  the  year.  This  was  confirmed  when  observations  were 
carried  out  when  the  breaking  down  of  ricks  and  threshing 
operations  were  in  progress,  and  the  rodent  population  was 
found  to  be  negligible.  Zinc  phosphide,  red  squills  and  arsenic 
were  used  on  occasions  when  special  circumstances  made  this 
necessary,  and  gassing  with  ncymag,!,  where  burrow  existed  on 
agricultural  land  or  the  refuse  tips  was  found  to  be  very 
effective  when  weather  conditions  made  the  operations  practicable 
and  safe. 
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Eradication  of  bed  bugs  and  vermin:  The  incidence  of  infestations 

has  been  steadily  diminishing  over  recent  years , but  householders 
who  are  troubled  with  insect  pests  are  provided  with  a free  service 
complaints  mainly  emanating  from  cockroach  infestations  in  older 
houses o These  are  treated  with  a powder  based  on  D.D.T.  this 
having  a residual  effect  for  a considerable  period  if  left 
undistrubed,  and  pyre thrum,  to  give  an  immediate  "knock  down”  of 
surface  insects „ Malathuion  is  frequently  used  in  conjunction, 
as  this  is  very  effective  in  underfloor  spaces,  and  hollow 
partitions,  both  powders  are  dispensed  through  a blower. 


Infestations  by  bed  bugs,  which  rarely  arise,  are  dealt 
with  by  gammaxane  fumigation  initially.  This  disposes  of  surface 
vermin,  and  provides  a degree  of  protection  for  householders  or 
workmen  whilst' stripping  walls.  It  is  sometimes  essential  to 
take  off  architraves,  picture  rails  and  skirtings,  and  treat  them 
with  a blow  torch  before  replacement.  Spraying  is  carried  out 
to  deal  with  insects  which  have  since  hatched  out,  and  a final 
treatment  to  ensure  complete  clearance.  Subsequent  co-operation 
of  the  householder  is  essential,  they  are  asked  to  keep  the  w alls 
unpapered  for  at  least  six  months  after  the  completion  of  the 
treatment,  and  to  immediately  report  any  stray  insects  observed, 
as  isolated  survivors,  if  tolerated,  will  rapidly  establish 
fresh  infestation* 


o 


RODENT  CONTROL;  The  Health  Department  deal  with  all  surface 
infestations,  involving  dwellinghouses,  business  premises,  schools, 
works,  agricultural  land,  and  the  Council 1 3,  refuse  tips.  The 
Councils  Highways  Department  carries  out  the  periodical  treat- 
ment of  the  sewers.  The  Health  Inspectors  undertake  the  preliminary 
survey  work,  and  a good  part  of  the  - treatment,  with  the  assistance 
of  a part-time  workman  who  operates  under  their  supervision. 

Erequent  surveys  are  made  to  detect  infestations , particularly 
on  agricultural  land  where  they  tend  to  j&ass  unreported. 

Reporting  an  infestation  is  a statutory  obligation  on  an  occupier 
of  premises  or  land,  and  early  reports  .are  of  great  assistance 
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connection  from  time  to  time  a serious  dust  nuisance  arose.. in 
dry,  windy  weather  from  the  lorries  transporting  the  wasted 
The  haulage  contractors  have  proved  very  co-operative  regarding 
this,  but  a solution  is  not  easy,  it  not  being  possible  in  many 
cases  to  cover  the  loads  with  sheets  owing  to  the  heat  of  the 
material,  as  it  is  found  that  even  after  lying  dormant  for  thrity 
years  many  patches  on  these  heaps  are  still  burning,  but  spraying 
the  loads  with  water  has  proved  affective. 


" The-  Council  have  from  time  to  time  given  consideration  to 
progress-  with,  the  making  of  Smoke  Control  Order,,  The  main 


obstacle  resulting  from  the  fact  that  a very  large  proportion., 
of  the  households  are  in  receipt  of  concessionary  coal  having 
been  largely  overcome  by  the  National  Coal  Board’s  concessions 
with1  regard  to  alternative  fuels,  and  a steady  re-equipment  of 
both  Council  and  Colliery  houses  with  approved  appliances  under 
modernisation  schemes,  all  post  war  Council  houses,  and  houses 
subject  to  improvement  grants  being  already  so  equipped, 
resulted  in  a very  favourable  position  for  zoning  large  groups 
of  houses,  where  the  only  adaptation  necessary  for  the  change- 
over to  the  burning  of  smokeless  fuel  would  be  the  substitution 
of  the  5/8 bar  grate®  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  however, 
it  became  increasingly  obvious  that  adequate  supplies  of  the 
premium  fuels  would  not  be  available,  and  any  substitution  would 
involve  the  fixing  of  closed  stoves  capable  of  burning  hard  coke® 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES;  The  district  is  completely  free  of  this 
type  of  establishment. 


MARINE  STORE  DEALERS:  Only  one  marine  store  dealer  was  in 

operation  in  the''  area  during  the  year®  This  firm  dealt  with 
rcrap  metal  only,  and  no  nuisance  arose  from  the  premises 0 
Informal  action  had  to  be  taken  from  time  to  time  with  regard 


to  part-time  dealers  engaged  in  breaking  up  motors  and  storing 
scrap  in  the  back  yards  of  dwellinghouses , and  itinerant  rag 
and  bone  dealers  coming  from  outside  the  area  were  kept  under 


- 39  - 


CLEAN  AIR;  The  Health  Department  make  monthly  observations 
of  the  atmospheric  conditions  by  the  use  of  the  British  stand- 
ard deposit  gauge , and  the  lead  peroxide  instrument,  one  station 
being  established  which  is  so  sited  that  it  benefits  from  the 
prevailing  winds  passing  over  the  district,  but  is  nevertheless 
protected  against  damage  from  hooligans,  a factor  which  has 
precluded  the  establishment  of  stations  at  other  points  in  the 
area*  These  observations  provide  a mass  of  useful  data,  from 
which  the  following  figures,  as  being  of  salient  interest,  are 
extracted,  viz 

Average  total  solids  in  tons  per  sq. mile . . ......  .12*95 

Heaviest  deposit  during  the  year. . . .May. » . . . IS .22 

Lightest  deposit  during  the  yeah. . . .October. . . . . , S.71 

Average  rainfall  for  the  year* . . . 2.05  ins  • 

Heaviest  rainfall  (September)..... , . 2.97  ins. 

Lightest  rainfall  (October)....... 0.72  ins. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  atmospheric  conditions  in  the  area 
have  shown  considerable  improvement  in  recent  years.  The 
principal  industry  being  coal  mining,  the  ready  co-operation  by 
the  National  Goal  Board  with  the  Council  for  improvement  in 
spoil  heaps  and  boiler  houses  has  had  a marked  effect  on  the 
air  and  the  amenities  of  the  district.  The  typical  colliery 
spoil  heaps  have  virtually  disappeared,  and  with  them  the. 
dangers,  fumes  and  damage  to  paintwork  and  structures.  The 
TvTaste  from  Eppleton  Colliery  has  for  some  years  been  disposed 
of  in  shallow  layers,  which  are  covered  with  soil  and  sown 
with  grass,  a new  method  of  waste  disposal  has  been  adopted' 
at  BJLemore  Colliery,  and  has  proved  to  be  satisfactory,  and 
whilst  the  twin  heaps  at  Nichols  on  !s  Pit,  East  Rainton  still 
confirm  to  the  orthodox  conical  shape,  they  give  no  cause  for"' 
complaint.  The  demand  for  ballast  for  road  making  etc,  is  also 
causing  the  rapid  disappearance  of  the  redundant  heaps,  in  this 


observation  with  a view  to  preventing  offences  with  regard  to 
the  exchange  of  forbidden  articles  for  rags  etc, 

CARE  OF  THE  AGED:  The  welfare  of  aged  persons  in  the  district 

is  supervised  by  the  Hetton  Urban  District  Old  People fs  Welfare 
Committee , which  has  functioned  under  the  auspices  of  the  Council 
since  March,  1950,  and  has  steadily  increased  its  activities 
* since. 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  acts  as  Hon. Secretary, 
and  the  Committee  functions  as  a co-ordinating  body  for  five 
Ward  Committees  who  directly  oversee  the  welfare  of  the  old 
people  in  their  respective  districts.  The  organisation  aims  at 
being  entirely  self-supporting,  and  therefore  much  time  and 
thought  is  necessary  for  the  raising  of  funds.  This  is  proving, 
increasingly  difficult,  as  in  the  course  of  a year  the  Committee Ts 
work  entails  the  expenditure  of  quite  a considerable  sum  of 
money • 


The  Committee  are  fortunate  in  having  the  assistance  of  a 
very  willing  and  enthusiastic  group  of  voluntapsry  workers,  and  as 
a result  a very  effective  visiting  scheme  is  in  operation 
throughout  the  area  with  a view  to  reaching  the  numerous  old 
people  who  by  reason  of  infirmity  or  disinclination  do  not  join 
in  the  activities  of  the  Darby  and  J ^an  Clubs.  The  sick  are 
regularly  visited  at  home  or  in  Hospital,  some  small  gift  always 
■*>eing  taken  by  the  visitor,  A chiropody  scheme,  which  appears 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  district,  has  been  in  operation  for 
some  years,  the  cost  to  the  patients  being  negligible,  and  in 
fact,  if  the  circumstances  justify  it,  the  cost  of  the  treatment 
will  be  met  by  the  Committee.  The  Clubs  meet  regularly,  and 
frequent  entertainments,  parties  and  outing  are  arranged. 
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